of this subdivision (a)(1)(B)(ii) to the contrary, the presiding general sessions criminal court judge of the
county may appoint a temporary, or part-time, judicial commissioner to serve at the pleasure of the
presiding judge in case of absence, emergency or other need. The general sessions judges of the county
in appointing, evaluating and making decisions relative to retention and reappointment shall take into
consideration views, comments and suggestions of the judges of the courts in which the judicial
commissioners are appointed to serve.

(C) In any county having a population greater than seven hundred thousand (700,000),
according to the 1970 federal census or any subsequent federal census, to be eligible for appointment
and service as a judicial commissioner a person must be licensed to practice law in the state of
Tennessee.

(D) Any county, having a population greater than seven hundred thousand (700,000), according
to the 1970 federal census or any subsequent federal census, which appoints and makes use of judicial
commissioners shall maintain records sufficient to allow an annual determination of whether the use of
judicial commissioners is accomplishing the purposes intended.

(2) (A) On an annual basis the county legislative body shall conduct a public hearing to examine
and evaluate the program of judicial commissioners and to determine if the program is being conducted
in accordance with law and is contributing to the orderly, effective and fair administration of justice. As
a part of the public hearing the county legislative body shall examine the effectiveness of the system of
judicial commissioners and hear the opinions of the public concerning the system. The county
legislative body shall give notice of the public hearing at least thirty (30) days prior to the meeting.

(B) Following the hearing and not later than April 1 of each year, the county legislative body
shall cause to be submitted to the judges of the general sessions criminal court of the county, the chair
of the judiciary committee of the senate and the chair of the judiciary committee of the house of
representatives a written report setting forth findings and the overall evaluation of the use of judicial
commissioners.

(3) The judicial commissioner or commissioners shall be compensated from the general fund of the
county in an amount to be determined by the chief legislative body. Fees established and authorized by
8 8-21-401 shall be paid to the county general fund upon the services detailed in 8 8-21-401 being
performed by a judicial commissioner.

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, a judge of a court of general
sessions in a county having a population of not less than fourteen thousand seven hundred (14,700) nor
more than fourteen thousand eight hundred (14,800), according to the 1970 federal census or any
subsequent federal census, may appoint one (1) or more judicial commissioners whose duties shall be
the same as those prescribed for judicial commissioners in subsection (a). The judge may appoint a
commissioner if the county legislative body of the counties noted in subsection (a) does not appoint a
judicial commissioner before May 1, 1980. The term of the judicial officer shall be for one (1) year or
until the county legislative body appoints a judicial commissioner as provided by subsection (a).

(2) A judicial commissioner who is appointed by a general sessions judge as outlined in subdivision
(b)(1) shall serve without compensation unless an amount of compensation is specifically established by
the county legislative body.

(c) Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, in any county having a population of
not less than two hundred seventy-six thousand (276,000) nor more than two hundred seventy-seven
thousand (277,000), according to the 1970 federal census or any subsequent federal census, any

2 of 5 3/26/2011 2:28 PM


JRF
Highlight




